
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT                    11/30/2025    St. Joseph Catholic Church
Pastor: Father Nalazala Raj     Phone: 479-963-2131     Cell: 501-522-9482      Email: frrajnalazala@gmail.com
Deacon: Tom Pohlmeier         Phone: 479-963-3355     Cell: 438-0217             Email: pohlmeiers@hotmail.com
Principal: Shirley Kiefer         Phone: 479-963-2119     Email:principal@saintjosephschoolar.org          
Church website: www.stjosephparisar.org      School Website: www.saintjosephschoolar.org
Church email: stjosephchurch2131@gmail.com
Reconciliation: Sundays 8:15-8:45am/Thursdays 7:00-7:45pm  
**Exposition/Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament –Tuesdays and Thursdays – noon until 8:00pm

Mass Intentions
12/01 Monday NO MASS
12/02 Tuesday 7:30pm +Hermina Anhalt Janie Calvert
12/03 Wednesday 8:00am +James Nehus Ray Sharum
12/04 Thursday NO MASS
12/05 Friday 8:00am +Cliff Stanton Joan Stanton
12/06 Saturday 4:00pm +Bill Baltz Bert & Mary Sullivan
12/07 Sunday          9:00am Living & Deceased Parishioners Father Raj
12/07 Sunday 6:00pm +Mike Ahrns Mary Martin
Feast Days this Week: 12/3 – St. Francis Xavier; 12/4 – St. John Damascene; 12/5 – (First Friday);
12/6 – St. Nicholas (First Saturday)

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
SATURDAY, December 6: 6:00pm
Eucharistic Ministers: N&K Neumeier, Kurtis Simmons Lector: Sarah Simmons
Servers: L Rainwater, E&E Komp Gifts: J Schluterman, S Elsken
Ushers:  B Sullivan, D Mauer, R Robberson, D Schmalz Music: Randy Edelhuber/Debbie Rainwater
SUNDAY, December 7: 9:00am
Eucharistic Ministers: Ray Kiefer, Betty Maddox, Loranne Ezell Lectors: St. Joseph Students
Servers: Blaine Maddox, Noah Curtis, D Perreault Gifts: J&J Devine Family
Ushers: E Bauer, J Thias, D Wright, J Stanton Music: Leslie & School Students
DONUTS: Lisa Vines
                                                          + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
Dec. 5: Advent Friday Series begins! 6:00pm! (see below)
Dec. 6/7:   Monthly Collection for St. Joseph School

   Representatives from Bethlehem-Holyland will be here selling their olive wood religious products  
Dec. 8: OCIA at 6:00 in the conference room
Dec. 9:     Adoration noon-7:10pm. Benediction@7:10 followed by Novena prayers. Mass at 7:30

  Parish Council meeting at 6:00pm
Dec. 10:   Religious Education & Confirmation at 6:00pm
Dec. 11:   Eucharistic Adoration noon – 8:00
Dec 13/14:  Collection for National Retirement Fund for Religious

4th Degree Knights of Columbus # 3084 meeting at Paris. Rosary at 4:00 with meeting to follow

                                         DECEMBER IS THE FIRST MONTH OF THE LITURGICAL YEAR
We begin the year in anticipation of the coming of the Christ Child, pondering with wonder all that His birth signifies. 

Sacred Scripture tells us that the sign of the coming of the Savior is the Virgin (Isaiah 7:14). This Virgin is the Mother of God 

and the Ark of the New Covenant. As we consider the Blessed Virgin Mary and what manner of creature she must be – 

she carried the Infant Jesus in her womb – we are moved to love and venerate her as The Immaculate. 

THE FIRST EVENING OF OUR ADVENT SERIES IS THIS FRIDAY, DEC. 5, AT 6PM!! 

Come, bring your family to start your Advent 2025 experience! Stay for a meal afterwards!

MASSES MINISTERS FOR THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, A HOLYDAY OF OBLIGATION
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7 AT 6:00PM:     Eucharistic Ministers: M Rainwater, N&K Neumeier
Servers: L Rainwater, E&E Komp Lector: Vicki Schneider Gifts: T&S Spivey
Ushers: J&H Komp, D Ullrich, R Robberson Music: B Ullrich & D Rainwater 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, AT 8:00AM
Eucharist: Deacon Tom, S Kiefer, L Ezell Servers: G Perreault, A Curtis, I Bradley
Lectors: J Mung, S Curtis, T Street Music: L Maddox, Ella Raper, J Hatcher
Gifts: F&V McGarrah, E Devine Ushers: D&R Rhineheart, D Wright, J Stanton

Community Outreach Services has asked St. Joseph Parish to provide 200 boxes of cereal for their Christmas 
baskets again this year. If each family could provide two boxes, our goal would be reached. Please place it in the 
front of church in the usual place.

The Mother’s Society Christmas Poinsettia Sale is underway, with 32 plants for sale for $20 each. 
To order, call or text Rita Rhineheart at 438-2803. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -                                 
We welcome all visitors and invite newcomers to register at the church office where we would enjoy meeting you.        
If you regularly attend Mass at St. Joseph’s and are not yet a registered parishioner but would like to be, please 



contact the church office at 963-2131.                                                                                                                                                                           
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
+ + + + +

St. Joseph School
Our mission is to empower students through our Catholic Faith, Academic Excellence, and Community Service

to become leaders of integrity and compassion.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR! The Christmas Program is Wednesday, Dec. 17, @ 6:30pm. ALL ARE INVITED!

A Best Choice UPC box is in the cry room for your convenience.      You may leave empty ink cartridges as well.

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
+ + + + + 
Submitted to the Prayer Chain: Bob Barnes/liver transplant

Nov. 23 Collection: Adult env (38) $2555. Children: $9. Loose: $184. Total: $2748. Candles: $16. Masses: $100.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY this week to Teresa Schluterman, Martha Ullrich, Regina Ahrns, and Gary Schluterman.                                      
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to Gary & Tracy Schluterman

EVENTS THIS WEEK:
*Immaculate Conception, FS: “Under the Rose Window Advent/Christmas Concert” Friday, Dec. 5, 6:30 pm. 
  IC is also sponsoring their Holiday Market, Dec. 13, 9:00-4:00.
*St. Boniface, FS, invites everyone to their Christkindl Market on Sat., Dec. 6, 10:00-5:00. Vendors, lunch, St. Nick & more

*St. Scholastica Monastery Annual Christmas Bake Sale is Dec. 13, 8:00-4:00. Cookies, jams, crafts…..

DECEMBER BEREAVEMENT COMMITTEE
Mary Sullivan, Katie Simmons, Sarah Simmons, Joan Stanton, Heather Stringer, Kim Swedeen, Nancy Teague, 
Helen Thias, Martha Ullrich, Beth Ullrich, Lisa Vines, Jo Watts, Sr. Judith Weaver, Tammy Willmann, 
Deanna Wright, Mary Frances Zeiler, Vicky Zeiler

INTENTION OF THE HOLY FATHER FOR DECEMBER
That Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East, might be seeds of peace, 
reconciliation, and hope.

The Arkansas Catholic Men’s Conference will be held Super Bowl Saturday, Feb. 7, 2026, at Christ the King 
Catholic Church in LR, featuring guest speakers Dr. Karlo Broussard and Mary Bielski. A Cajun from Southern 
Louisiana, Broussard has a doctorate in philosophy, is a speaker and apologist for Catholic Answers. Bielski  has a 
Master’s Degree in theological studies, is a national speaker & evangelist, and has delivered talks to over 100,000 
Catholics, headlining at some of the most renowned conferences across the US. Visit arcatholicmen.com to register.

+Father Stephen Hart (Morrilton) & Father Andrew Hart (Clarksville) (brothers) will lead a 10 day “Pilgrimage of     
  Our Faith” to Germany and France March 17-26, 2026. $5209 includes air fare from Little Rock, daily Mass,  
  sacred sites in Marburg, Strasbourg, Cologne, Lyon, and more. Learn about St. Margaret Mary Alocoque and St.  
  John Vianney. Contact Kathy,501-771-0987, or kathy@suesmithvacations.com
+Father Samy (Benton) & Kathy Primm, manager of Sue Smith Vacations in NLR, are leading a Pilgrimage of  
  Divine Mercy & Peace to Poland & Medjugorje April 6-17, 2026. Includes 10 nights of accommodation, 
  breakfast & dinner daily & private motorcoach. Kathy, 501-771-0987 or kathy@suesmithvacations.com.
+Fr. Jason Tyler (Fayetteville) will lead a Pilgrimage to Malta, Sicily, Valletta, Syracuse, Palermo & more.
   Sept 28-Oct 7, 2026.  Includes hotel for 8 nights, breakfast & dinner, entrance fees, daily Mass and more. $3,795   
  (land only – Land & Group Air from XNA available). Info at 800-842-4842 or margot@select-intl.com
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Make a conscience effort to give yourself to your spouse and family today, through your time, your prayers, and acts 
of service.                  What have you done for your marriage today? www.foryourmarriage.org                                                           

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
“Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will 
come.”           (Matthew 24:42)

People who have had health issues or near-death experiences generally 
have a greater realization that each day is a gift from God. Most of us 
take for granted that we will be around tomorrow. But when we start to 
look at each day as a gift, we realize all the miracles that are happening 
around us daily, and we begin to see God’s active presence in our lives. 
We are more able to grow in gratitude for all we have been given!

Nine of our Confirmation candidates went to Fort Smith on Monday to help 
pack and serve lunch at the homeless shelter. They gave up their first day of 
Thanksgiving break for this service project. They did a great job! What a gift 
these young people were to those in need! When they opened their hearts and 
allowed Jesus to work in them and through them, they became one of the 
miracles that happened to those they were serving.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

EARLY NOTICE!
Mass on Thursday, January 1, will be at 9:00am only.



This is a Holyday of Obligation for all Catholics.


