THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 5/17/2026 St. Joseph Catholic Church, Paris, AR

Pastor: Fr. Nalazala Raj Phone: 479-963-2131 Cell 501-522-9482 Email: frrajnalazala@gmail.com
Deacon: Tom Pohlmeier Phone: 479-963-3355 Cell 479-438-0217 stjosephchurch2 13 1(@gmail.com
Principal: Shirley Kiefer Phone: 479-963-2119 saintjosephschoolar.org
Reconciliation: Sundays 8:15-8:45am, Thursdays 7-7:45pm, or by appointment www.stjosephparisar.org

**Exposition/Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament —Tuesdays and Thursdays — noon until 8:00pm
Mass Intentions

5/18 Monday NO MASS

5/19 Tuesday 7:30pm +Barbara Kearney Hilda Elsken

520 Wednesday 8:00am +John & Wilma Baltz Mary Ann Beshoner
5/21 Thursday NO MASS

5122 Friday 8:00am +Dorothy Schneider (Anniv) Family

5/23 Saturday 6:00pm +Victor & Marietta Schneider  Family

5/24 Sunday 9:00am Living & Deceased Parishioners Father Raj

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK: 5/18 — Pope St John I; 5/20 — St. Bernardine of Siena;
5/21- St. Christopher Magallanes & Companions; 5/22 — St. Rita of Cascia

Ministers for May 23 & 24:

Saturday: 6:00pm

Eucharist: Deacon Tom, Tom & Paulette Spivey Lector: Vicki Schneider

Servers: Drake & Hensley Rhein, Ella Raper Gifts: Mike & Jane Koehler

Music: Randy Edelhuber, Leslie Maddox Ushers: S Elsken, J Schluterman, N&K Neumeier

Sunday 9:00am

Eucharist: Deacon Tom, Racine & Mary Nehus Lector: Larry Perreault

Servers: Addie McGarrah, Emmarae White, Olivia Stringer ~ Gifts: Josh & Tracy Bradley family

Music: Shana& Sydney White Ushers: 1&C Koenigseder, D Wright, J Stanton
Donuts: Lisa

++++++++
May 17: 8" Grade Graduation & Baccalaureate Mass with brunch potluck reception to follow

Knights of Columbus meet at Sacred Heart, Charleston. Rosary at 4:00 followed by meeting
May 19: Eucharistic Adoration noon-7:30,followed by MOPH Novena prayers and Mass
May 21: Eucharistic Adoration noon — 8:00. (Reconciliation offered 7:15-7:45pm)
May 16/17: Catholic Communications Campaign collection
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From all eternity, Mary was predestined to be the Mother of God. Through her “yes,” God
became man. By the power of the Holy Spirit, a virgin became a mother. What does it mean to say
that Mary is the Mother of God? This title sums up her entire being. Her vocation as mother is the
spoke around which all of Mariology turns. Like any mom, Mary is devoted to her children. She
knows what is best for us. What is best for us is an intimate relationship with her Son. Let us ask for
her motherly intercession as we sojourn through this life. She will show us the way. Mary, Mother of
God, pray for us! (Catholic Diocese of Arlington, VA)

Congratulations to our 8" grade graduates, Addie McGarrah & Emily Lian.
Congratulations also our area high school graduates from Paris High School,
Scranton High School, and Subiaco Academy. We are so proud of each of you,
and are happy to have had you at St. Joseph School or St. Joseph Church! Know
that we will continue to pray for each of you as you head to high school, college,
or the work force. God bless you all! Please come to the
hall after Mass for a Brunch Potluck, so that we can celebrate with you!

Please pray for the soul of Will Nehus who died unexpectedly this week. We offer our consolation, our support, and
especially our prayers to Beverly, their children and grandchildren. Will was a 1979 graduate of St. Joseph School.
Eternal rest grant unto Will, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him. May Will rest in the peace of Christ.

**With the summer months and family vacation times fast approaching, please contact the
church office with dates that you WILL NOT be available for Mass ministries - as far ahead of time
as possible - so that you will not be scheduled. You may leave a message on the church machine or call/text
Sharon at 963-3355.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL for children Pre-K3 through 6* grade will be held July 13-17.
This year’s theme is “The Great Journey With Jesus Through the Church Year.” Jessie McGarrah will be heading up
the team again this summer, so please let her know as soon as possible if you are able to help. 518-1549.

The USCCB mission for the Catholic Communications Campaign Collection is to encounter the mercy of
Christ and to accompany His people with joy. When a Diocese collects funds for the CCC, 50% of the proceeds
remain within those dioceses for communications projects and initiatives: website enhancement, studio equipment
for audio/video recording, social media strategy and implementation, news/event coverage, and much more.

Submitted to the Prayer Chain: Rosalia Rainwater/chemo complications; Eddie Krallman/eye surgery;

Gloria Tran/surgery/cancerous lymph nodes

We welcome all visitors and invite newcomers to register at the church office where we would enjoy meeting you.
If you regularly attend Mass at St. Joseph’s and are not yet a registered parishioner but would like to be, please



contact the church office at 963-2131.
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St. Joseph School

Our mission is to empower students through our Catholic Faith, Academic Excellence, and Community Service
to become leaders of integrity and compassion.

A message from Theresa Hayward: “I am excited to serve St. Joseph School as principal this coming fall!
The majority of my experience has been in upper middle school, teaching language arts. | have an
Education Specialist degree from Arkansas State, but | also hold a Masters in Education and a Bachelors
in Marketing Management. My family has been members of Immaculate Conception Church in Fort Smith
for many years.

A little about my family: | have two amazing sons, Alec and Callen, who are both teenagers. | have raised
them as a single parent since their father passed away several years ago. They both play sports and
have a passion for music. My hobbies include reading and working in my vegetable garden. As a family
we love going to the lake and taking trips to explore new cities. | look forward to getting to know each of
you in the months ahead!

Mrs. Hayward will be coming to spend our Field Day with us on Thursday, May 21. Parishioners are
invited to stop by, meet her, and enjoy part of our fun day! School ends on Friday, May 22.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY this week to Mary Beth Nehus, Ella Raper, Mary Smith, Sarah Simmons, Emily Simon,
Kollyn Schluterman, and Rita Robberson.

May 10 Collection: Adult env (35) $1881. Children: $4. Loose: $126. Total: $2011. Candles: $10. Mass: $40

THREE UPCOMING ACTIVITIES FOR OUR YOUTH:

1)Our annual River Valley Catholic Youth Camp is June 19-21. Those currently in 7" grade through 2026 graduates are
invited. Enjoy talks, Mass, games, food, and fun, getting to know other Catholic teens from the River Valley. Each camper is
asked to contribute $50 if possible. You may contact Holly for additional details. 518-0909.

2)Registrations are now being accepted for Search #158, a retreat to help juniors and seniors in high school get to know
themselves better, deepen their friendship with Christ, and find support in living out their faith. It is open to in-coming juniors,
seniors and recently graduated seniors, and will be held at St. John Center, LR, June 26-28. $150 fee.

PAPER REGISTRATION: https://www.dolr.org/sites/default/files/documents/search-158-form.pdf

ONLINE REGISTRATION: https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/search-158-june-26-28--2026

3)Registrations are now being accepted for Catholic Charities Summer Institute, C2SI, open to youth in grades 10-12 who are
interested in learning about the social justice teachings of the Catholic Church. Each morning you will put into action worthwhile
“hands on” experiences by working in the community. Participants receive 40 hours of community service for the week.

St. John Center, LR, July 13-17. $250 fee. Questions? Trish Gentry tgentry@dolr.org 501-664-0340, ext 418
ONLINE REGISTRATION:https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/c2si-catholic-charities-summer-institute-july-13-17--2026
PAPER REGISTRATION:https://www.dolr.org/sites/default/files/documents/c2si-registration-form-26.pdf

MAY BEREAVEMENT COMMITTEE: Debbie Rainwater, Rosalia Rainwater, Tosha Reed, Rhonda Rhein, Kecia Schiuterman,
Tracy Schiuterman, Sandy Schluterman, Marcia Schluterman, Alice Schluterman, Janet Schluterman, Tammy Schneider,
Teresa Schneider, Vicki Schneider, Stephanie Simon, Karrie Sims, Paulette Spivey

INTENTION OF THE HOLY FATHER FOR MAY: Let us pray that everyone, from large producers to small
consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food & to ensure that everyone has access to quality food.

Anyone suffering from a past abortion is invited to join an online small prayer & discussion group (confidential if desired) June 1,
6:30-7:30pm, hosted by Project Rachel of DOLR. Call/text the CONFIDENTIAL helpline, 501-663-0996 for info to receive a link
to join the meeting. You are loved and you are not alone!
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May is the Month of Mary. Pray an extra Hail Mary or a decade of the Rosary together today.
What have you done for your marriage today? www.foryourmarriage.org
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“Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said: ‘I glorified you on earth by finishing
the work that you gave me to do.””” (John 17:4)

Christ fulfilled His vocation by finishing the work God gave Him. An
important part of our Stewardship is the discernment of our role in God’s
plan. Stewardship is about fulfilling the unique tasks that God has given
to each of us.

An example of fulfilling a unique task is the undertaking of purchasing new altar
cloths by a group of parish Stewards. Once the idea was presented, several
stepped forward to provide financial support for this purchase. One of our
talented seamstresses sewed a “mensa,” a protective cloth to protect the altar
cloth top itself from spills and candle wax.

Keeping mindful of the various liturgical seasons helps make our Eucharistic
services more meaningful. The gorgeous altar cloth last Sunday reminded us
that we celebrating the month of Mary. The beautiful banners provided by the



Mother’s Society, as well as the use of the votive candle holders fashioned by
Father Eugene all help enhance our worship - and again, they keep us mindful of
the current liturgical season. Each of us has a unique task to fulfill.

What is YOUR unique task??
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