
PALM SUNDAY     3/29/2026                     St. Joseph Catholic Church, Paris, AR 
Pastor: Fr.  Nalazala Raj           Phone: 479-963-2131        Cell 501-522-9482         Email:  frrajnalazala@gmail.com
Deacon: Tom Pohlmeier        Phone: 479-963-3355        Cell 479-438-0217         stjosephchurch2131@gmail.com
Principal: Shirley Kiefer        Phone: 479-963-2119    saintjosephschoolar.org
Reconciliation: Sundays 8:15-8:45am, Thursdays 7-7:45pm, or by appointment    www.stjosephparisar.org

 
**Exposition/Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament –Tuesdays and Thursdays – noon until 8:00pm

Mass Intentions
3/30 Monday 11:30am +Judy Culver Raymond & Dorothy Neumeier
3/31 Tuesday 7:30pm +James Nehus Bill & Theresa Naegle
4/01 Wednesday 8:00am +Mildred Furstenberg Tom & Paulette Spivey
4/02 Holy Thursday 7:00pm +Mike Ahrns John Paul & Judy Koch
4/03 Good Friday 7:00pm READING OF PASSION/VENERATION OF THE CROSS  
4/04 Easter Vigil 8:00pm +Ronnie Koch Raymond & Joan Harrison
4/05 Sunday          9:00am Living & Deceased Parishioners Father Raj
FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK: HOLY WEEK

++ HOLY THURSDAY, April 2: 7:00PM
Mass with Washing of Feet    - - - - Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until midnight
(If there is a certain Adoration time frame that you can cover, please contact the church office)
            The COLLECTION supports our diocesan seminarians, our future priests.
Eucharistic Ministers: Deacon Tom & Sharon Pohlmeier, Marcus Rainwater      Lector:  Debbie Rainwater
Servers: Blaine Maddox, Dominic & Gabriel Perreault                          Music: Shana White & Music Team
Gift Bearers: Ed & Martha Ullrich               Ushers: John & Helen Thias, Steve Elsken, Janet Schluterman
Foot Washing: Ray Kiefer, Ayla Peoples, Jim & Shirley Kiefer, Marcus & Debbie Rainwater, 
Tracy & Ivan Bradley, Loranne Ezell, Sandy Maddox, Larry & Gia Perreault 

++ GOOD FRIDAY, April 3: 7:00PM
Reading of the Passion and Veneration of the Cross
The COLLECTION supports the Franciscan Friars who maintain the Holy Land.
Minister of the Eucharist: Deacon Tom                   Lector & Narrator of the Passion: Vicki Schneider
Pilate: Deacon Tom                  Music: Shana White & Music Team
Servers: C Cope, A McGarrah, N & A Curtis             Ushers: D Ullrich, R Robberson, J Koehler, C Fletcher

++ EASTER VIGIL, April 4: 8:00PM
Eucharistic Ministers: Deacon Tom, Tom & Paulette Spivey                Lector: Debbie Rainwater (Epistle)                                   
Music: Shana White & Music Team       Servers: E&E Komp, L Rainwater        
Ushers: R & M Nehus, J & H Komp (hand out candles before Mass)        Gifts: Bret & Mary Sullivan

Additional readers for Old Testament Readings:
(1st reading) Reading I – Page 118: Loranne Ezell(after Exultet & Fr.Raj prayer)
(2nd reading) Reading III – Page 122: Vicki Schneider (after Fr. Raj prayer) 
(3rd reading) Reading VII – page 127: Randy Koch (after Fr. Raj prayer)
                       Epistle: Page 129: Debbie Rainwater (after Gloria is sung & Fr. Raj prays the Collect)

++EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 5: 9:00am
Eucharistic Ministers: Deacon Tom, Ed & Martha Ullrich     Servers:  Chloe Cope, Dom & Gabe Perreault
Music: Shana White & Music Team                   Gifts: Jason & Mary Cauthron Family
Lector: Larry Perreault                Ushers: J&C Koenigseder, D&R Rhineheart (Hand out candles before Mass)

Donuts: Sharon + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

March 30: 11:30 am Mass here at St. Joseph
Chrism Mass at St. Andrew Cathedral in Little Rock at 5:30pm.                                                                                                                                                                         

March 31: Eucharistic Adoration noon-7:10. Benediction@7:10 followed by Novena prayers. Mass at 7:30
April 1:                Religious Ed classes at 6pm –NEWLY CONFIRMED RETURN TO RELIGIOUS ED

(Grades 8 & 9) upstairs on the left             (Grades 10-12) upstairs on the right
April 2:       (No daytime adoration) Eucharistic Adoration after 7:00Holy Thursday Mass until Midnight

Collection is for our Diocesan Seminarians
April 3: Collection is for the upkeep of the Holy Land
April 4/5:         Monthly Collection for St. Joseph School 
April 5 EASTER EGG HUNT after 9:00 Mass – Please put candy in the cry room now – Wed.

April 10: BUNCO Night. 6:30pm in the hall. Contact Mary for details. 438-0777
April 12: First Holy Communion during 9:00 Mass – POTLUCK in the hall after Mass

Knights of Columbus #3084 meeting at Our Lady of the Assumption in Booneville
April 13/19: IGNATIUS BOOK FAIR (see bottom of reverse side)
March 22 Collection: Adult env (32) $1,960. Children: $14. Loose: $367. Total: $2341. Candles: $25. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
We welcome all visitors and invite newcomers to register at the church office where we would enjoy meeting you.                       

If you regularly attend Mass at St. Joseph’s and are not yet a registered parishioner but would like to be, please 



contact the church office at 963-2131.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
+ + + + + + +

St. Joseph School
Our mission is to empower students through our Catholic Faith, Academic Excellence, and Community Service

to become leaders of integrity and compassion.
EASTER MONDAY – APRIL 6 – NO SCHOOL

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
+ + + + + + 

** PARENTS OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STUDENTS: Each year the “Safe Environment – Protecting 

God’s Children” curriculum is taught in our Religious Education Program to those who attend public school. This  

information will be covered in the upcoming weeks. Each lesson is age appropriate. If for some reason you wish for 

your child to “opt out” of the instruction please contact the church office by Tuesday, March 31. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY this week to Danielle O’Bar, Emma Raper, Ryleigh Oates, Joyce Koch, & Emilynn Eckart.
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to Joe & Laura Bujarski.

Submitted to the Prayer Chain: Eddie Sims/final stent put in place; Jagger Hatcher/surgery after bike wreck;                  
Ben Neumeier/outpatient surgery; Rose Mary Pels/progressing dementia; Shelley Johnson/special request
Please pray for the soul of Patricia Benz who died on March 21. Her funeral was here Saturday morning, with burial at St. 

Joseph Cemetery. May her soul and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace.

Everyone is invited to attend the upcoming Basic Evangelization Training with St. Paul Street Evangelization on 
April 18, beginning with Mass at 9am at the Cathedral of St. Andrew, LR.  This non-profit, grassroots organization 
has mobilized thousands of ordinary Catholics to get out on the streets and help God save souls. $10 fee includes 
breakfast, lunch, and workshop materials.  To register visit www.stpaulse.com/littlerock.  

The DOLR Minister for Religious is hosting a Women's Religious Vocations “Come and See” Retreat April 17/18 
at St. John Center, LR, -  a discernment event for single Catholic women ages 17-35 who are seeking answers about 
life as religious sisters. No fee. Meals provided. No pressure. A variety of sessions, presentations, discussions, Q&A, 
To register, visit https://www.dolr.org/events/2026-womens-religious-discernment-retreat-little-rock.

DOLR announces that Catholic Charities of AR will begin a free 12-week class to help individuals prepare for the 
U.S. Citizenship exam. Every Tuesday, April 14 - July 14, from 6-7pm. Catholic Charities office at St. John Center, LR. 
Prepare for the N-400 Citizenship Test. Contact Heather Owens at 501-664-0340, ext. 315.

APRIL BEREAVEMENT COMMITTEE
Mary Beth Nehus, Kim Neumeier, Dorothy Neumeier, Christa Nehus, Beverly Nehus, Theresa Naegle, Danielle O’Bar, 

Paula O’Bar, Michelle Owens, Sarah Perreault, Margie Phillips, Jessica Philmon, Sharon Pohlmeier,Rita Robberson, 

Rita Rhineheart, Frances Rhineheart, Laura Rainwater

INTENTION OF THE HOLY FATHER FOR APRIL
Let us pray for priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation - that they may find the accompaniment 
they need, and that communities may support them with understanding and prayer.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Final Lenten Check-In: Placing our faith in God is not always easy, since it requires us to relinquish our own wills 

to His. How have I handled that this Lent? Can I give an example of how I have trusted God? Did peace 

accompany that act of faith?          What have you done for your marriage today?       www.foryourmarriage.org                  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
“As they were marching out, they came upon a man of Cyrene, Simon by name; 
this man they pressed into service to carry his cross.”  (Matthew 27:32)

The Lord calls us to love God and to love our neighbor. Every day we are 
presented with opportunities to love our neighbor and help him “carry his 
cross.” These opportunities aren’t usually big events. They are usually 
ordinary occurrences like helping someone carry their groceries or holding 
the door open for them. The key is putting the other person’s need before our 
own - without expecting anything in return.

Each of us is presented almost every day with an opportunity to help someone 
“carry their cross.” Many of us ourselves have been the recipient of someone 
holding the door open for us, or having the person ahead of us in line pay for our 
order. These are small but effective ways to put God’s grace into action. Maybe 
you have witnessed a teenager help unload groceries into someone’s car at 
Wal-Mart. These are simple ways to love God and to love our neighbor. Those 
who visit people in the nursing home, the hospital, or visit the home-bound are 
helping them “carry their cross.” Those who bring the Eucharist each week are 
certainly helping people “carry their cross” – the cross of being cut off from 
their church family, the cross of being in constant pain, the cross of feeling that 
they no longer have worth. With Holy Week upon us, let us each answer God’s 
call to love Him by loving the least among us whom He places in our path.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
St. Joseph School’s IGNATIUS BOOK FAIR will have books available for purchase the April 13, 
14, 16, 17, from 2:00-4:00 & on April 15 & 18, 5:30-7:30pm. The Book Fair will also be available at 



coffee and donuts on Sept. 19, after Mass until noon. Our school receives rewards for every book 
purchased! You can shop all year long at ignatiusbookfairs.com to help us earn FREE books, 
allowing us to enhance our reading resources and reading programs!  We have an incredible 
selection of both Catholic and secular books that both inspire & educate!


